SARDOLI                                       561

should be impossible,  or very difficult, to get  foreign  or   mill-
made cloth in Bardoli.

It is not enough that Dheds and Bhangis can attend meetings
freely. The meaning of ending the practice of untouchability should
be fully grasped. People should come to love Dheds and Bhangis.
Their children should freely attend national schools; if they do not,
we should go and fetch them, persuading the parents to send them.
We should visit their localities and inquire about their hardships.
We should plead with them and persuade them to give up their
bad habits. It is good indeed that there are no quarrels at all bet-
ween Hindus and Muslims, but the ill-feeling that they harbour
against each other must disappear. Our conduct towards Parsis,
Christians and those who co-operate with the Government should
be so courteous that they do not entertain the slightest fear of
non-co-operators. We may get liquor-booths closed only if we
can do so by reasoning with the owners. The latter must not be
ostracized and kept out of common gatherings. We may bring them
and the drink-addicts to listen to us, as well as we can, with love.
There should not be even the slightest appearance of coercion on
them. They should feel absolutely secure. A whole army of
volunteers need not go to bring the pupils out of schools, need
not go into a village and start a fast. Only if the people are
awakened in the right manner and they voluntarily withdraw
their children from Government schools will the results be
genuine.

I have certainly formed the impression that the people have
done very good work. But they betray some ignorance in their
work. People seem to think that it will be necessary to wear
khadi only till December end, that afterwards they will not have
to run schools and will not need to mix with the Dheds and Bhangis.
Work done in such a spirit will be insincere and will have a bad
rather than a good effect. I do not now think it possible that we
shall have power in our hands in December. But, even after we
have got it, we shall be wearing cloth spun and woven in our
talukas or villages, our schools will not be run by any outsiders
and their management will be entirely in our hands. Instead of
two authorities, as at present, there will be only one when we have
swaraj. If the Government is ours, of course the control will be
ours. We shall have to be as hard-working then as we are now
and shoulder as much responsibility then as we do now. We shall,
even then, mix with the Dheds and Bhangis and love them. In what
we are doing today, we are training ourselves for swaraj and making
ourselves fit for it. In effecting any changes, therefore, we should
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